
RECREATION --A PART OF THE CITY’S JOB 
BY GENEVIEVE FOX 
Pommuir dy S i w i c o ,  I iic. 

SINCE January first,, 1919, more than 
$15,000,000 in bond issues has been 
vot.ed for recreation by cities in the 
[Jnited States, according to  reports re- 
ceived by the Playground and Recre- 
ation Association of America. The 
city of Chicago considered recreation 
of sufficient importance to justify an 
expenditure of  $1,000,000 last year. 
Detroit spent $350,420, maintaining 
one hundred forty-four recreation cen- 
ters under paid leadership. 

Flint, Michigan, considered a place 
for people to  swim so necessary to the 
city’s welfare that i t  constructed two 
new swimming tanks during 1920 a t  a 
cost of $65,000 each, and is planning 
to add at least one more during 1921. 
And Hartford, Connecticut, decided 
that it was worth more than $30,000 
to  have a well-lighted, adequately 
supervised outdoor dance pavilion. 

Out on the iron range of northern 
Minnesota, thc people of Ely, a city 
of 5,000, demonstrated that they be- 

lieved in city-wide recreation by ap- 
appropriating $7,500 last year. Ely be- 
gan to  take play serionsly during the 
war when it converted an old school- 
house into a corninunity service center. 
When war money dwindled and war ex- 
citement died down, there were not 
lacking those who felt that a commu- 
nity center and a city appropriation 
for recreation were a “foolish waste of 
money.” About that time the council- 
men began to  receive visits-visits 
from every inan and woinan in the 
town who believed that Ely should 
continue to  take play seriously. The 
result was a landslide for recreation. 

Ten years ago cities thought of rec- 
reation in terins of simply setting aside 
a playground or two for the children. 
To-day, when you ask a superinten- 
dent of recreation what his department 
is doing, he may talk about a new 
playground that has been opened for 
the children, but he is quite as likely to 
talk about a golf course, or a series of 
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outdoor concerts, or pageants or base- 
ball leagues, or a dance hall. 

TENNIS, GOLF, BOATING, GA4RDENING 

The fourteen hundred acres of parks 
and playgrounds in Hartford, Connec- 
ticut. offer entertainnient for every 
iiieiriber of the family. Thcre are ten- 
nis and golf, baseball, bowling on the 
green, boating on the lake in sunliner 
and skating and hockey in thc winter. 
There is dancing six afternoons and 
evenings a week 011 the big outdoor 
dance platform. On Sunday evenings 
the dance platform is turned into a 
concert hall seating 3,000, and band 
concerts are given every week through 
the summer. On these occasions not 
only is the seating capacity exhausted, 
but the grassy hillsides round about are 
black with people. 

For the hikers, a walking group has 
been organized under the leadership of 

nature guides. This has becoine so 
large that two detachments are neces- 
sary, three hnndred or inore often 
turning out for a Saturday afternooil 
walk. 

The amateur gardening enthusiast 
who has no back yard of his own is 
provided with plenty of room for a 
vegetable garden and plenty of infor- 
mation as to how to  make his crops 
grow. In fact, this phase of recreation 
is so popular that a special food coin- 
mission has been created to  take care 
of it. Those who want less energetic 
recreation may just  picnic in one of the 
woodsy picnic grounds that are pro- 
vided with outdoor fireplaces and with 
shacks and indoor fireplaces for bad 
weather. 

Even the babies and toddlers have a 
playground all their own where the 
equipment is especially adapted to  
their size and their degree of daring. 
For little girls who love to play house 
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there arc little red-roofed playhouses 
that little sister can reserve for an 
hour's play just ;LS big sister rcscrves 
her tennis court. 

A N  ELDERLY FOLKS ASSOCIATION 

It is a safe guess that 110 other city 
in the country escept Hartford has 
a n  Elderly Folks Association. One 
Fourth of July a fcw years ago, it oc- 
curred to the superintendent of recrea- 
tion that the older people might like to 
have a little celebration of their own, 
in some place that was out of earshot of 
firecrackers and brass bands. The re- 
sult was so successful that the old peo- 
ple of the city decided that they would 
organize a permanent association for 
those who like sociability and good 
times as well iis ever, even though 

their idea of a good time is somewhat 
difl'erent from that of their children 
and grandchildren. 

One of the recreation centers of 
Philadelphia has a Jury "-a club 
made up of former clironic bench sit- 
ters ranging in age from sixty-nine to  
eighty-six. Thcse men who used to just 
sit around the park and look on at  the 
activities of the center are now ever- 
present participants in all f&es and 
celebrations. Quoit pitching is their 
favorite amusement in suinnier, and 
in winter they become a chess and 
elieclier club. The president of the 
''Jury'' is the official Santa Clam for 
the Christmas tree a t  the recreation 
center. He has the advantage of re- 
quiring no make-up for the part. 

The people of Oakland, California, 
have a piece of the Sierras which is ex- 

" 
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clusively their own. There they sleep 
under tall pine trees and go swimming 
in nature-made swimming pools and 
fish in mountain streams. The IJnited 
States Forest Service has turned this 
bit of real outdoors over to Oakland for 
a municipal camp, and the Recreation 
Commission is providing floored tents, 
electrically lighted, food and all facili- 
ties for comfortable camp life. For 

the city’s camp on Lake Elizabeth, 
nearly a thousand children and a hun- 
dred adults had a chance to enjoy out- 
door life last summer. ,4n especially 
interesting activity last winter in De- 
troit was t,lie “Homeland’s Exhibit ” 
of Polish, Italian, French, Greek, 
Cxecho-Slovak, Armenian and Aineri- 
can Colonial handiwork. 

The Recreation Commission of Pater- 
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this you pay $6 a week if you are an 
adult, and $5 a week if you are a child. 
The hikes and saddle trips that can be 
made through the Sierras from this 
camp are dmost unlimited, and be- 
side, there is plenty to  do if you stay 
right in the camp with swimming and 
fishing and walking and every kind of 
game on the big athletic field. 

Detroit’s aquatic day brought to- 
gether last year all clubs and organiza- 
tions interested in water sports from 
Lake St. Clair t o  Lake Erie on both 
Canadian and American shores. At 

son, New Jersey, feels a definite respon- 
sibility for providing recreation for the 
thousands of men and women, and 
girls and boys who are employed in the 
city’s silk mills. That is why there is 
so much play activity in Paterson at 
noon hours and from closing time until 
dark. Baseball is, of course, one of the 
most popular activities. The Indus- 
trial Baseball League is made up of 
twenty-six teams, eight in the silk dye- 
ing league, eight in the silk manufactur- 
ing league, and ten in the general man- 
ufacturing league. A public school 
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league, organized last year by the board 
of recreation, has aroused keen interest 
among children, teachers and adults in 
securing more space, both indoors and 
outdoors where the children can play. 
Just now, at the request of the sheriff, 
the board is turning its attention to  
the inmates of the city jail and plans 
are under way for providing recreation 
for them. 

RESULTS 

An active superintendent of recrea- 
tion has to do with almost every phase 
of the city’s life. He is first lieutenant 
to the superintendent of schools, to 
the public health officer, to the chief of 
police, and to the judge of the juvenile 
court, for his job begins where the jobs 
of educators, health officers, policemen 
and judges leave off. Through his 
staff of recreation directors, he can 
supplement the play that is started in 
the school and in the school yard. In  
the same way he can bring a chance for 
the right kind of exercise to the boy or 

girl whom the school physical exami- 
nation showed to be under par, and he 
can provide a well-supervised dance 
hall for the young person whose desire 
for a good time has led to a rather bad 
time in the juvenile court. 

The superintendent of municipal 
recreation, though he has plenty of 
uphill sledding, does see results. He 
sees them in the health, in the deport- 
ment and in the team spirit of the 
school children. He sees young people 
leaving amusement resorts of question- 
able reputation and overtaxing the 
facilities of strictly regulated amuse- 
ment places provided by the city. He 
sees the street loafer of the town be- 
come the crack pitcher on a baseball 
team, or captain of a rowing crew. 
He sees stagnant civic life change into 
a clear flowing current purified of the 
poisons accumulated through inaction. 
Is play a luxury that only rich cities 
can afford? Just ask any experienced 
superintendent of city recreation and 
see what he tells you. 

LESSONS FROM GOVERNMENT 
EXPERIENCE IN HOUSING 

BY HARLEBN JAMES 
Secretary, American Cimc Association 

The government’s experience as builder and landlord was justi$ed 
only by war. The department of agriculture, which is confined to the 
collection and dissemination of information, forms a better precedent .. .. .. .. .. for the government’s activities in housing. :: .. 

ALL of the Iessons learned from the 
experience of the government in build- 
ing houses for industrial and clerical 
workers were not new. Perhaps none 
of the lessons were new. To many the 
experience was more in the nature of 
what might have been expected. 

‘An address before the sections on industrial 
and economic problems and on local commu- 
nity of the National Conference on Social Work. 

Because of the reluctance of our 
citizens to see the government embark 
in business and because of the further 
delay in securing congressional action 
it was not until March of 1918, almost 
a year after the United States entered 
the war, that the shipping board was 
authorized to spend money for housing 
purposes, and not until July of 1918, 
after we had been at  war nearIy sixteen 


